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Then the youth goes back to his Khan, not to sleep, but
to think upon the lovely girl to whom he has lost his heart.

The following morning he is again invited to the vezir's
house, where he meets with the same entertainment as before,
and again has a short interview with his beloved, after which
he returns to the Khan. His servants, seeing his distress,
enquire whether they can help him in any way, whereupon
he asks them to bring the brokers before him. On the arrival
of these he tells them of his case, and says that as they
have been the means of bringing this sorrow upon him they
ought to find the remedy. He bids them go to the vezir
and tell him the whole story, adding that, should it be required,
he is willing to become a slave in the palace, if only he
can see his beloved. They comply with his request, and the
vezir, when he hears what their mission is, smiles but says
nothing. He goes, however, to his daughter's apartments and
finds that love of the handsome young merchant has filled
her heart, so that his- own laudations of the youth are
almost superfluous. The brokers then receive permission to
convey another invitation to the young man, which he joy-
fully accepts. On repairing to the vezir's house he is enter-
tained as before; but when the girl, who declares to him
her love, prepares to retire, he clutches her skirt, and, in spite
of her father's remonstrances, refuses to leave go. The vezir
then lets him embrace and kiss her, and so great is the
rapture produced by touching her lips that the youth swoons
away. While in this condition he is taken back to his own
dwelling, where, on awakening, he can scarce believe his
experience to have been other than a dream.

He is now beside himself so that his servants have to
fetter him lest he should do himself an injury. In vain do
they and the brokers try to reason with him; he answers
that no counsel is of any avail, that union with the beloved